ANNIE MENZEL
Assistant Professor of Gender and Women’s Studies
University of Wisconsin-Madison
3416 Sterling Hall
475 N. Charter St
Madison, WI 53706
(608) 263-4704
acmenzel@wisc.edu


EDUCATION

2014	University of Washington, Seattle Ph.D. Political Science
	Dissertation: “The Political Life of Black Infant Mortality”
	Committee: Professors Christine Di Stefano and Jack Turner III (co-chairs), Naomi Murakawa, and Robert Mugerauer
2009 	University of Washington, Seattle M.A. Political Science

2003	Maternidad La Luz Midwifery School, El Paso, TX CPM (Certified Professional Midwife) 

2000 	University of Texas, Austin B.A. Middle Eastern Studies


POSITIONS HELD
Academic Appointments

2017-  		Assistant Professor, Department of Gender and Women’s Studies
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Affiliate, Holtz Center for Science and Technology Studies
Affiliate, Collaborative for Reproductive Equity

2014-2017 	Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Vassar College
Affiliate, Africana Studies

2013-2014	Lecturer, Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Spring 2013 	Lecturer, Department of Political Science, University of Washington

2008-2013	Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science, University of Washington

Other Professional Employment
2013-2014	AHI Certified Healthcare Interpreter 
2010-2014	Dane County, WI Registered Medical Interpreter
2005-2011	Staff interpreter, University of Washington Medical Center Interpreter Services
2003-2011	 Washington State DSHS-Certified Spanish Medical Interpreter 
2002-2003  	Advanced Intern Midwife, Maternidad La Luz Birth Center, El Paso, TX 


HONORS, GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, & AWARDS

2022			UW OVCGRE Fall Research Competition, 2/9 summer salary

2021-2023	Let Holtz Center Research Cluster Grant, for “Technologies of Care,” UW Care Initiative, $30,000

2021-2023		Humanities without Walls Grant, for UW Care Initiative, $10,000

Summer 2021		Research Service Grant, 2/9 summer salary

Summer/Fall 2020	Vilas Life Cycle Professorship, 1/9 summer salary and funding for research assistant for second book project

2020	UW Institute for Research in the Humanities Residential Fellowship, full release from teaching and service

2020	Anonymous Fund Block Grant, for “Relations of Care across and after Worlds,” $15,000

2020	Kemper Knapp Bequest, for Reproductive Justice Convening, to be held November 2021, $5000

2019-2020	Center for the Humanities Mellon-Borghesi Workshop: Care: Politics, Performances, Practices. Co-organizer with Chris Garlough and Michael Peterson

2019	Discussion Project Stipend, $500

2019	Our Shared Future Educational Innovation Grant, with Chris Garlough, Office of Teaching and Learning, $8000

2019	Madeline L’Engle Travel Grant, Sophia Smith Special Collections, Smith College, $1000

2019	UW OVCGRE Fall Research Competition, $16,445 summer salary, $5500 flexible funds

2016-2017		Honorary Fellow, Institute for Research in the Humanities

2016	Ford Scholar Research Fund, Vassar College, for student-faculty summer research collaboration, $4500 ($1000 for faculty member, $3500 for student). 

POSITIONS OF SCHOLARLY COMPETENCE

2021	MS reviewer, Rutgers University Press

2020	MS reviewer, Oxford University Press

2020 	National Women’s Studies Association Annual Meeting Conference Chair

2019	WARF Contemporary Social Problems Initiative Review Committee

2014-	Article referee, Political Theory, Theory & Event, Contexto Internacional, Signs, National Political Science Review, Feminist Anthropology, Contemporary Political Theory, and the Du Bois Review.

PUBLICATIONS

Book
Fatal Denial: The Political Life of Black Infant Mortality. Forthcoming from University of California Press, May 2024.

Articles and contributions to edited volumes

“Tempestuous Maternities: Plotting Gender and Genre with Silvia Wynter and Silvia Federici” Theory & Event, vol. 26 no. 1, 2023, 99-127. [P]

“Black Infant Mortality: Continuities, Contestations and Care.” Coauthored with Tia Murray, in Companion to the Politics of American Health, Edinburgh University Press, 2022.

“The Midwife’s Bag, or, the Objects of Black Infant Mortality Prevention.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, Winter 2021, vol. 46, no. 2, 283-309. [P]

“The Afterlife of Reproductive Mastery: Dána-Ain Davis’ Reproductive Injustice.” Somatosphere, October 2021.

““Awful gladness”: The dual political rhetorics of Du Bois’ “Of the Passing of the First-Born.”“ Political Theory, Volume: 47 issue: 1 (2019), 32-56. [P]

“Minor perambulations: Anarchist women ancestors and the horizons of humanity,” Political Research Quarterly, Volume 70, Number 4 (2017), 728–734. [P]

“Maternal Generativity in the Afterlife of Slavery,” contribution to Gordon, Lewis R.; Menzel, Annie; Shulman, George & Syedullah, Jasmine (2018). Afro pessimism. Contemporary Political Theory 17 (1):105-137.

“Birthright Citizenship and the Racial Contract: The United States’ Jus Soli Rule against the Global Regime of Citizenship.” Du Bois Review, Volume 10, Number 1 (2013), 29-58. [P]

“Generations of White Women’s Violence Stop Here: On Watching the Amy Cooper Video with my 5-Year-Old Daughter,” The Feminist Wire, June 2020.

Collaboration
spatula&barcode, “Come to the Table,” with Catherine Alcauskas, Anne Basting, Laurie Beth Clark, Christine Garlough, Annie Menzel, James McMaster, Darcy Padilla, Michael Peterson, Adam Rindfleisch, and Rajni Shah, Performance Research, 2023.

Book reviews and other critical reviews

Invited letter to Harper’s on Charlotte Shane, “The Right Not to Be Pregnant” (October 2022). Harper’s Letters, December 2022.

“The Violence of the Natural” (2018), on Once and Future Feminist, by Merve Emre. Boston Review Forum 7 (43.3).

Review of Shatema Threadcraft’s Intimate Justice (Oxford University Press, 2016). Political Theory, December 2017 (Online First).

“And the Flesh Shall Set You Free: Weheliye’s Habeas Viscus.” Review of Alexander Weheliye, Habeas Viscus: Racializing Assemblages, Biopolitics, and Black Feminist Theories of the Human. Durham: Duke University Press, 2014. Theory and Event 19:1, January 2016.


Lectures and scholarly papers

2023 	“Why "Roe was Never Enough": Privacy as Racist, Colonial, Ableist, and Heteropatriarchal.” National Women’s Studies Association, Baltimore, MD, October 27.

“The Problem with Privacy: Roots of Reproductive Racism” Reproductive Health and Justice Panel, UW-Madison School of Medicine and Public Health, April 11.

“Birthing Paradox: Dilemmas of Midwifery Care.” University of British Columbia-Okanagan, March 23.

2022	“Birthing Paradox: US Midwifery and White Settler Reproduction,” Utah College of Midwives, July 28, 2022.

2021	“Fatal Deflection: Black Infant Mortality and the Biopolitics of Racial Innocence.” Marquette University, Gender and Sexuality Studies Salon on Reproductive Injustice, October 14.

““Structural Racism” Goes Mainstream: Racial Innocence and Reproductive Health Inequities,” UW-Madison CRGW Colloquium, September 22.

“Structural Racism Goes Mainstream.” Relations of Care: Across and After Worlds, UW-Madison (virtual conference), May 14.

2020	Birthing Paradox: Race, Colonization, and Radicalism in US Midwifery. University of Wisconsin Institute for Research in the Humanities, March 9.

2019	“Gender and Whiteness at the Apocalypse: Comments on Mad Max: Fury Road.” Planetary Humanities Event, Marquee Theater, Madison, WI, October 29.
	
“Tempestuous Maternities: Race, Gender/Genre, and the Feminine in Silvia Wynter and Silvia Federici.” American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August 30.

“Homebirth’s Borders: Gender, Colonialism, and US Midwifery.”  Brown University Political Theory Colloquium, February 7.

2018 	“Doula Care as Justice Technology.” Holtz Center for Science and Technology Studies, University of Wisconsin, October 25.

“Homebirth’s Borders: White Settler Innocence in US Midwifery.” Western Political Science Association, San Francisco, April 20.

2017	“Borders, Racism, and Colonization in US Midwifery and Birth Work.” Abolition Covergence, Minneapolis, MN, October 7.
		
“The Midwife’s Bag: Political Objects and Racial Disparities.” Western Political Science Association, Vancouver, British Columbia, April 6.

“Midwifery, Political Ontology and Black Infant Mortality.” Beloit College, Beloit, WI, March 28.

2016	“Epigenetic Politics of Black Infant Mortality: Promises and Perils. “Yi-Fu Tuan Lecture, Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin-Madison, December 2.

“Minor Perambulations” 2016 Neal A. Maxwell Lecture in Political Theory and Contemporary Politics at the University of Utah, response to Kathy Ferguson (University of Hawai’i), “Anarchist Women and the Politics of Walking.” Salt Lake City, November 1.
	
“Epigenetic Politics in an Anti-Black World: Promises and Perils.” American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, September 2.

2015	Agency Without Optimism: Afro-Pessimism and Queer Negativity. American Political Science Association, San Francisco, September 4.


Conference and event organization

2024	Birth Justice Convening, featuring Dr. Dána-Ain Davis, to be held March 20-21, 2024; co-organized with Zakiyyah Sorenson, Collaborative for Reproductive Equity

2023	Reproductive Justice against Eugenics Past and Future, April 7

2021	Co-organizer, Relations of Care: Across and After Worlds Conference, May 13-14, 2021 (online conference attended by over 800 people)

2020	Sexual Violence in the Settler Colonial University, featuring Dr. Sarah Deer (Muscogee Creek) and Bonnie Clairmont (Ho-Chunk)

2019	Forum on Sexual Violence at UW (with Chris Garlough)


Panel participation

2021 	Political Theories of Reproduction, discussant, American Political Science Association (virtual), Sept 28-Oct 3 (pre-recorded panel).

2020 	Roundtable: Black Study in Dark Times, Western Political Science Association (virtual), May 22.

2019	Author Meets Critics Panel on Dana-Ain Davis, Reproductive Injustice (NYU Press, 2019). National Women’s Studies Association, San Francisco, November 15.

Roundtable: Mothers, Masculinity, and Mourning in Black Political Thought. Western Political Science Association, San Diego, April 23. 

2018 	Roundtable on Gender, Race, and the Medical Industrial Complex. National Women’s Studies Association, Atlanta, November 8.

2016	Roundtable organizer and presenter: Political Possibility in the Afterlife of Slavery, Western Political Science Association, San Diego, California, March 27.


Work submitted for publication

“Birthing Paradox: Midwives, Trauma, and White Settler Reproductive Futurity.” Revise & Resubmit from Feminist Formations; revised MS to be submitted Dec. 1, 2023.

Work in progress

Second book project: Birthing Paradox: Racism, Colonization, and Radicalism in US Midwifery.
Chapter 1, “Trauma and Forgetting: Midwifery’s Terra Nullius,” is drafted. Chapter 2, “Care and Commodification: Birth from Community Event to Fetish Object,” is partially drafted. Chapter 4, “Queer Gestations: Lesbian Midwives and Decolonial Solidarities” is partially drafted and I plan to finish it by February 2024. I expect the entire MS to be drafted by summer 2025.

Articles 

Why “Roe Was Never Enough”: Privacy as Racist, Colonial, Ableist, and Heteropatriarchal. Partially drafted, expect to submit to Feminist Theory or Differences by August 2024.

Political Spellwork: The Witch as Insurgent Figure and Praxis. Partially drafted, expect to submit to Political Theory or Contemporary Political Theory by January 2025.

With Zakiyyah Sorenson, “Abortion Access as Part of Reproductive Health and Justice Efforts in Wisconsin.” Research ongoing through Summer 2024, draft expected by December 2024.

TEACHING

Note: I was hired at 75% with a 2-1 course load. I moved to 100%/2-2 in AY 2020-2021.

Fall 2023	GWS 533, The Science and Politics of Reproductive Health (40 students)
GWS 537, Childbirth in the United States (40 students)

Spring 2023	GWS 449, Gender, Race, Colonization, Capitalism (40 students)
GWS 533, The Science and Politics of Reproductive Health (40 students)

Fall 2022	GWS 103, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health (480 students)
GWS 103-Honors, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health Seminar (20 students)

Spring 2022	GWS 449, Gender, Race, Colonization, Capitalism (40 students)
GWS 537, Childbirth in the United States (40 students)

Fall 2021	GWS 103, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health (400 students)
GWS 103-Honors, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health Seminar (21 students)

Spring 2021	GWS 103, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health (400 students, online asynchronous)	
GWS 537-Honors, Childbirth in the United States (23 students, online synchronous)

Fall 2020	GWS 103-Honors, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health Seminar (20 students, online synchronous)
GWS 933, Feminist Political Theory Graduate Seminar (17 students, online synchronous)

Spring 2020 	Residential Fellowship, Institute for Research in the Humanities

Fall 2019	GWS 103, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health (320 students)

Spring 2019 	GWS 103, Gender, Women, Bodies, and Health (320 students)
GWS 537, Childbirth in the United States (40 students)

Fall 2018	GWS 449, Gender, Race, Colonization, Capitalism (40 students)

Spring 2018	GWS 533, The Science and Politics of Reproductive Health (40 students)
GWS 933, Feminist Political Theory Graduate Seminar (12 students)

Fall 2017	GWS 431, Childbirth in the United States (40 students)


ADVISING

PhD 
2023-	c nelson, Geography (committee member)
2022	Amy Groshek, English, (committee member): “Into Something Beyond”:  Post-Apocalyptic Narrative, Anthropogenic Climate Change, and the Nonhuman Posthuman.” 
2020	Kaden Paulsen-Smith, Political Science, 2020 (committee member): “Creating and Contesting Empire: Policing in Tanganyika.”
2019	Emma Cifrino, Music, (committee member): “Beyond Rebecca Clarke: Viola Works by the Women of the Royal College of Music.”
		 
MA
2023 	Samantha Miller, GWS (advisor): “Mapping the Gaps: Analyzing the Appeal Process For Gender Affirming Care Denials at a Wisconsin-Based Patient Advocacy Clinic.”
2022 	Amy Pearce, GWS (advisor): “A Fat Take: A Reproductive Justice Critique of Fertility Care”
2021	Jenny Fierro-Padilla, GWS (committee member): “Where Light & Dark Meet: Reanimating the Penumbra of Anzaldúa’s Shadow Beast.”
Esai Ortiz-Rivera, GWS (committee member): “The Politics of Jayaera: Performing Life, Affect, and Anti-Colonial Resistance in Puerto Rico.”
2020	Flint Devine, GWS (committee member): “Coat of Many Colors: Beading a Way Home.”
2020 	Liz Fansler, Philosophy and GWS (committee member): “Rural/Non-Urban Kinksters, BDSM Stigma, and Healthcare.”
2018	Grace Morrison, GWS (committee member): “Abortion Minded: Abortion, Reproductive Health, and the Crisis Pregnancy Center.”

Undergraduate Honors Theses
2024 	Amelia Teske, GWS and Philosophy, “Epistemic Injustice, Sex, and the Politics of Pleasure”
2023	Amanda Ready, GWS and Physics, “Feminist Physics and Disability Justice”
2019 	Melady Elfritz, GWS and Philosophy, “Bodies of Sex Work: A Phenomenological Account of Sex Workers under Capitalism”
Ashley Hartman Annis, GWS, “Zines as Feminist Health Education”

SERVICE 

Institutional Service
University of Wisconsin	
2022		UW Land Expropriation Working Group
2020-		Holtz Center for Science and Technology Studies Steering Committee
2020-		Organizer, UW Care Initiative
2019-2021	Our Shared Future Working Group
2019		WARF Contemporary Social Problems Initiative Review Committee
Organizer, forum on “Sexual Violence and Care on Campus” (with Chris Garlough)

GWS Department
2023-		GWS Graduate Committee
2019-2023	GWS Accessibility, Climate, and Diversity Committee
2019		Speaker, GWS Panel on #MeToo
2018-2019	GWS Research Committee 
2017-2018	GWS Curriculum Committee 

Professional Service 
2019	National Women’s Studies Association Conference Chair Group

Public Service

2023			Participant, Elephant Circle Birth Justice Landscape Analysis
2022	Co-organizer, WMF Abortion Fund community education workshop on post-Dobbs abortion access, attended by over 100 people.
2020-			Board member, Women’s Medical Fund/WMF Abortion Fund
2019			Guest, A Public Affair, WORT, on abortion access
2018-2020		Madison Abortion Access Community Working Group
2016-2019	Families for Justice advisory committee, Madison, WI
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